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THE SAMARITAN PASSOVER. 3

LFROXM A CORRESPONDENT. |

As mast people are aware, the S8amaritans on Mount Gerizim continue to the
present day to sacrifice a Paschal Lamb on the lirst eveniog of Passover. The
ecrupulous care with which every detail of the ceremony is performed serves to
iovest it with considerabls historical value. The fullowing account by an eyc-
witness of the manner in which the sacrifice was offered by the Samaritans last
yoar will be of no small interest to Jewish readers.

The service commenied half-an-hour before suneet. A little enclocure on
the open hill where the sacrifize was to bs eaten was unturfed and surrounded
with sione. Near it. was a trench filled with burning fuel, on which two cauldrons
were boiling. Higher up was a deep circular pit, filled with a wood fire, in which
the lamba were to be roasted. There were seven—beautiful animals of puro
Syrian breed—one for each family. After a service of prayer and song, and just

lambe and cut the victims' throats with perfectly ebarp knives, death being
instantaneous, Then the worshippors greeted one another with the kisa of peaco.
Thoy next proceeded to drees the lambs in baste, ladling on tcalding water from
the cauldrons, tearing off the wool, taking out the entrails, and cutting off tle
right shoulder as the High Priest's portion. The animnals were now epilted op a
long epit and salted all over with salt. Then lanips were brought, and the victima
carefully examined to eoe that the incieion was properly made. In one case it
proved not to be so, and a fresh animil had to bs brought and sacriticed in its
place. Then the animals were cast into the fiery abyss and roasted whole. The
takiog off of the shoulder was justitied on the ground that no bone was broken ; tho
shoulder was simply removed. Fwo hours or more were occupied in the roasting—
from about9to 11 p.m.—theroasted carcases were lifted outof the furnace, the meat
was rapidly p[!cufin covered baekets and carried to the place of feasting. Here,
after a long, loud grace, each little group bent overita lamb, picking the bones with
their fingers, and eating it with unledvened bread and bitter herbs, There was no
wine to be eeen, as that is not ordained in Exodue. When the mesal was finithed,
all scraps were carefully collected and thrown into the tire.  Unfortunately, the
little SBamaritan community of Gerizim are ro unkindly treated by the neighboura
ing Moelems that many of their women are afraid to venture from home to take
partin these ceremonies. Boys were, therefore, to be eeen on that occasion
carrying portions of the sacrifice to their mothers in the tents. Some had a staff
in their hands, and- all bad their loing girded. The High Priest, who presided
over the entire ceremony, and led the chanting, was distinguished {rom the rest
of the priesthood :by a green mantle and a richer girdle. Oa being asked
when the Samaritans expect their Meseiah, he replied, “ When all the world sre
unbelisvers.”
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