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Shebehcawl halehlot ahnew oaklean hametz ooh
matza. |Haliely hazeh coolow matza,

On all other nights we eat leavened bread and
matzoh. On this night, we eat only matzoh.
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Aleh necht fun a gantze yohr esen mir alehley
greentzen. Diz nacht fun Pesach esen mir nor moror,

On all other nights we cat all kinds of herbs, On this
night we eat mainly bitters,
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Que en tadas las noches non nos entientes afilu ves
una. Y la noche la esta dos vezes.

On all other nights we do not dip even once. Onthis
night we dip twice.

RUSSIAN

Bce noud Mt Kymaem cHAA i OBOKOTHBMHCH

a B 9TY HOUB~TONbKO OGJOKOTHIHCE?
Vese nochee mi kooshayem ceedya e

oblocotivshes, Ah ve ehtoo noch tolko oblocotivshes.

On all other nights we eat either sitting straight or
reclining. On this night we all recline.

Using the Four Questions, Passover continues the theme
of America as a "Melting Pot,” even in our own generation,
Southern Israclite, Atlanta, Georgia, April 17,1981

A bob-haired
voung lady asks
the first question
about matzah and
leavened bread.
Young Israel,
Cincinnati, April 1925
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s every matter relating to this part
of the world is of interest, we give
an extract of a letter from Mr. S.H.
Cohen to his sister,
San Francisco

May 8,1851
aar Sister!
e have kosher meat, a burial
cund, and a synagogue which
as formed three days before
assover, by 12 single young men
1d one married man. We have
w 42 members principally English,
1d we have some old married
en to lead us the correct way.
ur form of prayers is that of the
reat Synagogue. We voted in our
ficers, who are all married men
c<cept two. | was elected honorary
:cretary, and had 38 out of 42
>tes. There was a congregation
rmed last year but they could not
gree; they have, however, again
rmed themselves into a
ongregation and number 60
iembers, German, Portugese and
mericans, but it is not supposed it
ill last long. Ours is considered the
orrect congregation, as we have
shochet, but for which office they
ave no competent person. Our
resident is Mr, Joseph, an
merican, our treasurer, Mr. Hart, a
sle, Mr. Isaacs of Brown's has
aked the matzos for Passover with
hom 12 of us youngsters passed
e festival. | do not think that the
sws in any part of the world could
ave kept the Passover maore
rictly than we did.

S.H. Cohen

Jewish Chronicle,
London, July 18, 1851

The First American Seder Drawing

This seder scene is part of a large drawing entitled “The
Rites and Worship of the Israclites,” executed in 1859 in
New York. A small book, by Cantor Max Wolff of New
York, accompanied and explained cach section of the
drawing. At this pre-Civil War seder, the father wears his
high hat, reminiscent of the religious German Jews who
had migrated 1o America. The child sits in a highchair,
srevalent in the USA at that period. The Hebrew is written
by hand and seems amateurish, The mantlepiece was a
common feature in American homes,

Collection of Beth Elobim Congregation,

Charleston, South Carolina

If the Seder tukes place on Saturday night,
add the following two blessings:

Be blessed, God, our god, King of the universe, creator of the
firelights.

Be blessed, God. our god., King of the universe, Who
distinguishes  between the holy and the commonplace,
between light and darkness, between Israel and the other
peoples. between the seventh day and the six workdays. You
have distinguished between the sanctity of the Sabbath and
holiday sanctity, and the seventh day You declared holy
above the six workdays. You set apart and hallowed Your
people. Isracl. with Your holiness. Be blessed, God, Who
distinguishes between one sanctity and another sanctity.

The following blessing is always said
Be blessed, God, our god, King of the universe, for
keeping us alive, and sustaining us, and enabling us
to reach this occasion.
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THE FAMILY TREAT

DR.BROWNS

“One and Only One”

=2 JFTES TN STNYTE X
VALTER J. DANZ
DOD'INAS T 1D WSTITEIT M BNIN WK

‘TIMD ZPIR2 ME
th 5T, Near Kiton Ave. HRONX, N, Y.

New York, April, 1935

over greetings from the Bronx
ributor of Dr. Brown's sod,
erg Cduily Yiddish newspaper,
vew York, March 17, 1924

PASSOVER
CRUISE

Dictary Laws may be observed on the

S. S. AQUITANIA

(CUNARD LINE)
Sailing April 22nd

4 Days to Bermuda $50 up
Leblang Travel Bureau

S. E. Cor. 43d St. and B'way
Entrance thru GRAY'S

Tel. BRyant 9-2621-2622

Clothes for the Holidays

Giood Cethes — Nolhind Cheo

infelfior's

ﬁ;—r;a*j ~ponn et )
“<Smithficld St Whillield 51~

o

The Right Stvle for Passover
The fewish Criterion, Piusburgh,
Pennsylvania,

April 8, 1921

Congressnun
Herbert
Tenzer sells his
"chometz" in
1965

American Jewish
Historical Society.,
Waltham,
Massachusetts

Checking the matzah
before it is boxed,
New York, 1951
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Rabalza
Rinse the hands and say the following blessing:
Be blessed, God, our god, King of the universe, Who
has sanctified us by His commandments and
commanded us concerning the rinsing of the hands.

Moltz=i
Pick up the three matzot
from the Seder tray and say the following blessing:
Be blessed, God, our god, King of the universe, Who
brings forth bread from the earth.

Mcatzcal

Replace the bottom matzah. Everybody gets a piece of the top and
middle matzot. Say the following blessing and eat, reclining,
(Some first clip the matzah in haroset)

Be blessed, God, our God, King of the universe, Who
sanctified us with  His commandments and
commanded us concerning the eating of matzah.

COHENTS
AHMIANVE

0. 205 Cherry Street, Cor. of Pike.
ENTRANCE IN PIKE STREET.

Earliest American Martzah

. S.R. Cohen initiated illustrated
in thc_ L':ji:\ when this ad appeared in the Asn
13“’.3 in New York. Until 1850 matzah ;.x-: ;
muchmu, shown in this ad. &\':1s‘c!1'llI<::ﬂ
directed 10 the Chief Rabbi ‘
responsum, “teshuva,”

Machine

advertisements of Jewish ritual foods
onean weekly newspaper in
as hand-baked. The matzah
fE ged and a query, “she'elah wis
Rabbi o ingland, Herman Adler., He wrote o
permitting the use of the .

: : machine and f;
most American matzah | hine and from then on

as been machine baked,
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How many times more, then, do we owe thanks to
the Omnipresent for taking us out of Egypt, and
giving them their just deserts, and taking it out on
their gods, and killing their firstborn, and handing us
their wealth, and splitting the sea for us, and bringing
us through it dry, and sinking our oppressors in it
and providing for us in the wilderness for forty years,
and feeding us manna, and giving us the Sabbath,
and drawing us near to Him at Mount Sinai, and
giving us the Torah, and bringing us into Eretz
Yisrael, and building us the House of His Choosing
for the expiation of all our sins.

Rabbi Gamliel used to say: Whoever has not
mentioned these three things on Passover has not
fulfilled his obligation:

I'he Passover Offering
Mctzab
Bitter Herbs

The Passover Offering which our ancestors ate when
the Temple was standing — what was the reason for
it Because the Blessed Holy One passed over our
ancestors’ houses in Egypt, as said: “You shall say: It
is a Passover sacrifice to God, because He passed
over the houses of the Children of Israel in Egypt
when He smote the Egyptians but spared our houses.
And the people bowed down and prostrated
themselves.” (Exodus 12:27)

This proposed seal for the
United States of America
wis submitted for
consideration by the
committee of Franklin, Jefferson
and Adams in August 17706,
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The Peculiar Observances of Today

' 12:30 o'clock last night,” explained a communicative Hebrew, “the Jews left
ypt without leaven for their bread, and it is in commemoration of the flight that
- hold this feast. We eat nothing that has leaven or yeast in it for eight days.
ev are all impure. But we eat everything else. The fact is, we live better during
> eight days than other time of the year. We drink no beer, but we use wine
d all kinds of meats, the prescription being restricted to dishes or beverages in
ich leaven has been used.”

Every Evening, Wilmington, Delaware, March 26, 1888

der in Kansas City

he night of the first seder found the big table in the dining room in our home
Kansas City, Missouri set with our special Pesach set of dishes and the
schers” (kiddush cups) for Papa and our five brothers as well as for extra guests who were always invited.
pa’s seder plate was at the head of the table with all the required items including the ingredients for
aroseth waiting for Papa to mix it (the chopped apples, cinnamon, sweet red wine and ground walnuts —
» nuts Papa ‘ground’ by hitting them with a small hammer as they were bound in a fresh white cloth).

ne kitchen exuded glorious aromas, and, of course, there was a fluffy eight-egg Pesach sponge cake for
ssert and perhaps some ‘imberlach’ — a ginger candy Mama made. Kosher dairy products were brought to
nsas City from the Raskas Dairy Company in St. Louis, Missouri.”

Mrs. Shoshana Dolgin Be'er, Jerusalem
ssover in Atlanta during the Depression
espite the Depression, Passover was a vibrant time in the Atlanta Jewish community in the 1930s. For a
nth before the holiday the smell of cleaning permeated the house, to be supplanted by the delicious
oking odors as the holiday neared.
t the seder, the first part of the Haggadah was read in detail and with feeling, but after the holiday meal
th its unusual dishes, the younger generation tried to hurry up the reading and the verbal explanations. In
t, it was only the expectation of the hunt for the Afikoman and the subsequent reward that kept the
ungest group at the table. At the end, it was the singing of the Haggadah melodies that were the most fun
d some of those tunes remain with me to this day. '
‘e stayed out of school for the first two and last two days of Passover, of course. During Chol Hamoed we
nt to school, bringing matzah sandwiches and fruit for lunch. No Jew would eat bread during that period,
d certainly not in public. Commercial High School, which I attended, had enough Jews so that matzah was
t uncommon, while non-Jewish students would sometimes ask for a taste of that peculiar Jewish
dboard.”

David Macarov, Ph.D.
Professor Emeritus, Hebrew University, Jerusalem
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The Passover Tradition Continues
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MACY’S FOR

PASSOVER FOODS

DEPARTMENT OPENS MARCH 28™

Macy's Passover Department will be open from Thurs-
day, March 28th to Wednesday, April 24th, inclusive,
on the Fifth Floor. There you will find a Seder Table
authoritatively set in the proper manner with appoint-
ments befitcting the occasion. Macy's is taking special
pains to provide foods strictly in accordance with
Hebraic traditions and dietary laws: Martzohs, meals,
smoked meats, honeys, dried fruits, teas, coffees, cakes,
and spices. Well known products from Goodman, Mani-
schewitz, Horowitz Bros, and Margareten, Meyer
London, Federation of Yeshivoth and Talmud Torahs.

-5™ FLOOR

Also Macy's own imports of Cheeses, Chocolate, and
Cocoas from Holland and Switzerland, and Palestine
products, all packed under the strictest supervision.

Macy's Wine and Liquor Store, 7th Ave. between
34th and 35th Streets carries a complete assortment
of Kosher California Wines, Slivovitz and Palestine
Wines. The china, glassware and linens featured at
this time are selected to meet every requirement. The
readers of the Forum will welcome this opportumt} of
properly providing for Pesach at Macy's low prices.

SEND FOR SPECIAL PASSOVER GRCCERY PRICE LIST

MACY’S

34th ST. AND BROADWAY, N. Y.C.
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Your works shall praise You,
, our god and Your Devotees
e righteous who do Your will
and Your entire people the

se of Israel shall exultantly
thanks, bless, laud, glorify,
adore, hallow, and declare

kingship of Your Name, our
. For it is good to thank You,
it is fitting to sing Your Name,
use now and forever You are

Be blessed, God — King
lled by paeans of praise.

1e cup of wine, say the following blessing,
and drink the fourth cup, reclining.

blessed, God, King of the
erse, Creator of the fruit of the

v the concluding Blessing-after-Wine
our god, King of the
rse, for the vine and the fruit of the
and for the yield of the field, and for
nd so lovely, so good and so spacious
ou saw fit to bequeath to our ancestors
of its produce and sate ourselves on
unty. Have mercy, God, our god, on
Your people and on Jerusalem Your
1w on Zion the abode of Your glory, on
altar and on Your shrine. Rebuild
lem the holy city speedily in our days.
ring us back up to it and let us rejoice
upbuilding, let us eat of its fruit and
wurselves on its bounty and we will

lessed, God,
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You for it in holiness and purity. (On Sabbath say: And may it please You to strengthen us on this Sabbath day) And grant us
1 this Matzot Festival Day, for You, God, are good and You do good to all. We thank You for the Land and for
1t of its vine, Be blessed, God, for the Land and for the fruit of its vine.

Gershom Mendes Seixas
(1746-1810), the Hazzan of the
Shearith Israel Synagogue in New
York, was an American patriot
who did not wish to live under
British rule. He was able to flee
with his family in 1776 just before
the British captured the city and
eventually served as the Hazzan
of Mikve Israel in Philadelphia
during the latter part of the
Revolutionary War, With the war
over, his New York congregation
expected him to return and
resume his duties.

March 15th, 1784
Philadelphia,Pa.

Missing the Family on Passover

Mr. Hayman Levy
President
Shearith Israel Congregation

Dear & Worthy Sir

Should the Prayer of the Letter (that I can stay in
Philadelphia until the new month of Iyar) not be
thought Eligible vou will please let me know by Post
- & I'll be with you for Shabbat Hagadol - & leave my
Family till after Pesah - tho' - you must allow it to be
a great Hardship for a Man to be without His Family
on a Pesah.

Gershom Mendes Seixas
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Matzah
Pardon

Rabbi T. Geffen
Atlanta, Georgia

Dear Rabbi:

Matzah served as a route to freedom for a prisoner who
requested unleavened bread and a Haggadah from Rabbi
Tobias Geffen of Atlanta, Georgia. Arrested in 1932 and
sentenced to the Georgia Chain Gang after innocently hitching «
ride with bank robbers, he did not hesitate 1o seek the supplies
needed to observe Passover. His letter of April 1933 set into
motion a chain of events resulting in the Governor of Georgia,
Eugene Talmadge, “granting clemency” to the prisoner.

Prison Farm
Milledgeville. Ga.
April 22, 1933

Please excuse me for my tardiness in answering your letter. I bave just been released from solitary

confinement due to my refusal to work during Passover.

And just as our people of old received the manna from the heavens, just so did I receive the package of
Passover food you so kindly sent me. :

Indeed to me, it was as though it came from the heavens. The Warden bere brought it to me in the cell in
which I was confined. This was done on bis own initiative as the Prision Commission's rules doesn't call
Sorsuch an act.

And some day I pray to God I may be in position to thank you in a more befitting way than in a mere

letter,

So again thanking you with all my beart and hoping that I may see you to do so personally soon.

November 6, 1933

Hon. Eugene Talmadge
Governor State of Georgia
Executive Department
Atlanta, Georgia

Honored Sir:

About six months ago, during the
Passover Holidays the prisoner
wrote to me from the State Farm
and requested that I send him a
Passover Prayer Book and also
the special Passover food. From
this I can readily understand
that the boy has a deep religious
feeling and also possesses character, sufficient to
warrant my recommendation that he be granted
clemency.

Very sincerely yours,
Rabbi Tobias Geffen

Lam very gratefully yours

Exetutide Pepavtment
Atlanta

Eugene Talmadge Tom Lindev

Governar Secretary Executive Depanmaent

November 3, 1933
Rabbi Tobias Geffen
593 Washington Street, S. W.,
Atlanta, Georgia.
Dear Rabbi Geffen:
The case of the prisoner was presented to me this
morning on a petition for clemency.
I have been informed that you are interested in this
matter and recommend that I grant clemency for
this applicant.

Sincerely yours,
Eugene Talmadge
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MAILING OF MATZOH :

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12, 1972
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

The subcommittee on Postal Facilities and Mail met pursuant to notice, at 10:30 a.m., room 219 of the
Cannon House Office Building, the Honorable Robert N.C. Nix, presiding.

Today, we will take testimony on an incident involving the mailing of unleavened bread during the Passover
season to the Russian Embassy for Jews in the Soviet Union, who are not allowed to produce their own
matzoh for the holy season.

These mailings were the result of a campaign by interested American citizens to dramatizs the plight of Jews
behind the Iron Curtain. The Embassy refused to accept these mailings. The amount of material mailed
amounted to 8,000 pounds and over 4,000 individual mailings.

The Postal Service kept this material approximately a week; and then destroyed it. B'nai B'rith, an honorable
and highly respected organization, offered to take the material from the Postal Service for distribution to the
poor rather than see it destroyed.

Matzoh has a religious and historical significance to the Jewish people. Its destruction, during the Passover
season, has created a serious and vital question as to whether or not the Postal Service should have disposed
of this food to organizations ready to supply it to the needy in the face of requests from such organizations.
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