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was afraid. So the other two went and were able to buy the
tickets. But when they came back, the other girl was gone.
The Germans had come and taken her away. The tu!o s.xsters
went to the train and were able to get on, but once m51de,. a
group of teenage boys began to taunt them. The boys said
they looked Jewish. They said there-noses gave them away
and asked to see their papers.

One of the sisters began to cry. A tall boy stood up and
came over to them. He said he didn’t like to see girls cry and
told her to tell the truth and he wouldn’t hurt them. They
admitted they were Jewish. The boy asked where. they were
going and they told him they didn’t know. The girls got out
at the next stop and the boy did, too, and began to follow
them. The girls started to cry again, even though he
promised that he wouldn’t hurt them. . ‘

The tall boy took them home and hid the two girls for
the rest of the war. After the war finally ended and the Ger-
mans had been routed, there were no Jews left mwhere
around them. The older girl was only fifteen. And it was
then—after the war had ended—that the boy declared his
love for her. There was no one left in her family. Hel" parents,
along with all of her extended family, had been lfl“ed. For.'
saving her life, she married him. The wom.an .telhn.g Rabbi
Besser the story was their daughter. The family lived like gen-

tiles. One day, years later, this woman was in school and a boy
brought in a cracker she had never seen before. It was matzo.

“What is that?” she asked. .

“Go ask your mother,” the boy replied. Everyone else in
the town seemed to know her secret but her.

It was never easy to hide one’s Jewishness il? .Poland.
But for this particular girl, the pervasive anti-.Sermustfl Pad
the opposite effect. Instead of running from it and hiding,
she wanted to know more about Judaism. In an unusual
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move in those days, the mid-1960s, her mother sent her to
Israel for a two-week visit. She returned to Poland, but the
trip had changed her. She became more active in Jewish af-
fairs and eventually helped start a Jewish school.

The story was not an unusual one, although the out-
come was unique. Some of the adoptive parents kept their
children’s background a secret to protect them from a situa-
tion that would obviously complicate their lives. Some, per-
haps, didn’t want to compete with the real mother and
father. And some were afraid that the children would de-
nounce their Catholicism and revert to Judaism, thus deny-
ing them entry to heaven.

One particularly poignant story illustrates the long, dif-
ficult relationship between the Roman Catholic Church and
the Jews. A middle-aged lawyer in New York came to Rabbi
Besser seeking help finding a brother he'd never met. Dur-
ing the war, a Jewish woman was hiding in various homes
with her husband and six-year-old son. In one of the homes,
the owner got drunk one day when the woman was alone
with her son and attacked her.

The woman ran out into the street with the boy and
both were struck by an oncoming streetcar. The mother was
not seriously hurt, but the boy was not so lucky. He was car-
ried to a nearby hospital and there the doctors had to am-
putate his foot. They also made a discovery. After the boy’s
pants were removed, they realized he was Jewish. The peo-
Ple at the hospital refused to hide the boy—hiding Jews car-
ried a death sentence. But a local convent took him in. For a
while, the mother was able to bring small items to the con-

vent for her son, but soon the war took a more serious turn
and she was unable to visit.

When the war ended, the woman had survived. She
went back to the convent but no one seemed to know where
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