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American Jews, on the other hand, will fall into grave error if, in response to
such unworthy suspicion and because of any hysterical spread of patriotism, they
desire as Jews to give vent to their emotions, to keep separate and distinct their
service to the country by the formation of relief work, or by the organization of
companies and regiments consisting entirely or largely of Jews. Emphasizing
Jewishness in this fashion will avail naught and may prove harmful. These are not
Jewish hours but American hours. Good taste suggests the submerging of our
Jewishness in all service we render the nation and the joining of hands and of
purpose with comrade citizens of all shades of opinion and of all philosophies of
life. Moreover, sound judgment warns against the isolation of resources upon
religious lines. Tt presents a danger. In the past Jews have strenuously contested
any and every possible union of Church and State, every possible association which
might serve as a binder to this union. In political issues, complete separation of
Church and State have almost invariably been our slogan. In the present national
need, Jews can, therefore, hardly deem it advisable to conduct themselves in
any way that may leave a doubt as to what the Jews’ attitude on such matters is
and will be. The Jew can be patriotic. The Jew will be patriotic. Many avenues
for the expression of his patriotism will be offered. ILet him engage in relief and
in Red Cross work, let him volunteer, let him enlist, let him meet conscription, let
him face universal service as the case may be. Let him do all this, however, with
fellow citizens on the strength of his Americanism and in the thought of his

Americanism let him merge all claims.

Though in this regard the Jew will best serve his country by submerging his
Jewishness, from another angle he can emphasize his Jewishness and, by such em-
phasis, he can strengthen, if not add to the spiritual resources of the American
people.  This service will be cntirekv.in the realm of ideas.

At the beginning of this mu:?} Americans had been thinking and hoping
that war was a thing of the past, that the American people, if not the world, had be-
come weary of war. We were led to this belief by the announcement of Peace Con-
ferences, by the formation of Peace Societies, by the propaganda of Peace Move-
ments and by the promised or suggested getting together of nations to settle their
disputes and differences without bloodshed. Kurope it was soon seen was a hotbed
of intrigue. Old rivalries were smouldering, not dead. Antagonistic races were
fomenting animosities which sooner or later had to explode. For three vears past,
distrust, collosal hatred and the most destructive strife the world has known have
ranged people against people until finally we Americans are being launched into
the raging sea of blood. In the break of international goodwill, in the stupendous
loss of life, in the tragic indifference to human life and to human values, in the

' EREee bewn

beastly passions let loose, men and women see the bankruptcy of all religion. Where
is God? is the cry that has gone forth from many lips. What is the evidence that
God is not fiction or, if not a figment of the imagination, that he is not a monster
sardonically enjoying the helpless efforts of a struggling humanity engulfed in the
darkness of its irate emotions ?  Whither shall we turn for witness that God exists
and that all is not blind, irritational fate or hapless accident? 'Who can offer exper-
ience that will reassure doubting, swelting mankind and that will lead it again to
sustaining faith?

In this perplexity the words of the Prophet Isaiah taken from this Passover
morning’s Haftarah come as a fitting reply: “‘But now, thus saith the Lord that
created thee, O Jacob and He that formed thee, O Israel; YFear not . . . Ye are

my witnesses saith the Lord and my servant whom I have chosen. Israel is the
witness of a truth and a sustaining faith which at this portentious pass the world
needs and seeks. Israel can offer testimony and the Passover itself is testimonial of
an age long experience,

The Passover is Israel's watchnight, Israel’s redoubt from which the presence of
God in the world and in history is discernible, ready to bring succor even though
overwhelming forces of facts beat upon it to destroy. For at Passover, Israel with
God saw the Egyptians dead at the sea shore, an experience which repeated itself in
the course of the centuries. Babylon, the great, was passed, leaving only records
of former grandeur and conquest. Ancient Persia is no more. Greece and Rome
whose pride and dominion humbled Israel and broke its national power are like
Egyvptian wreckage on the seashore of eternity. Since the mighty deliverance
wrought in Egypt till to-day, Israel with God has ploughed through the fields of time,
sowing in its furrows the seed of religious experience and of religious health, VYear
after year the sons of Jacob, gathered in their homes for the Seder on Passover eve,
were fortified in the belief of their fathers and in the assurance of God's promise to
their children. Their existence is living testimony; they are eye witnesses. Tor, that
a people, weak, scattered, without land should survive inhuman persecution, that this
people should outlive its vanquishers, that the conquered should triumph over the con-
queror yet retain its individuality and primal strength is unexplainable from mere
natural causation. God alone is the solution of the enigma. History may obscure His
plan. Man’s hatred for man may bring God's justice into question. That the wicked
seemingly flourish though the righteous apparently languish clouds God's mercy.
Nonetheless, Israel is the ocular witness that events are not haphazard or accident,
that “man is not driftwood on the stream of time,” that a righteous purpose
pervades the universe making for progress and perfection, that liberty, service
aspiration and sacrifice are purposeful—yea, in short, that no word goeth forth out
of the mouth of the Lord and returneth unless it have found sway.
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