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Hippocratic Corpus
all wounds draw their inflammation and swelling from the*

surrounding parts, because of the blood flowing into them. In
every recent wound...it is expedient to cause blood to flow from
it abundantly, for thus will the wound and the adjacent parts be
less attacked with inflammation...when the blood flows they

become drier and less in size, as being thus dried up.
Indeed
what prevents the healing...is the decay of the blood.”
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1. Infection, transmitted either by the mohel’s hands or

instruments, is the danger that is eliminated by the act
MBP.i6

2. Swelling and inflammation is in some unspecified
manner

reduced by MBP.17

3. Excessive hemorrhage from
wound is the danger
prevented by MBP.is

4. Unbearable pain, which is
of MPB.19
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“It is known that the air is filled with tiny creatures called bacilli, and it

is also known that when these creatures enter an open wound they can
endanger the patient. So too, the contact from the hands of a person in
which an evil spirit is known to dwell on them, as well as the pressure
of the knife in cutting off the foreskin, may cause the toxin to enter the
internal organs of the newborn infant undergoing a brit milah.
Therefore, Hazal, in the depth of their wisdom and from whom no

secret was concealed, instituted the process of MBP so that if any toxin
enters the organ, it can be extracted. This is what is referred to as
‘antisepticus.”” (Sdei Hemed, vol. 8, p. 440.)
THDY L*5) DBE P7Ed WIPP LIE ‘> ‘0 YD 0N 3D Now
3D Hwdh M A% 3 Tdp TP Ovh Pury O
J'N3 PPY3 773D % Pao
B> Ppy7 Op3 03dp Hmd> B 0> Lapd> tpn weae NP
PPy oppEy 95 7 b 7o ppnd ©DIMBE DN
2 07 > Popd pwd Bob7 H30 pIPD poYy WY
P v oy (D 2dep) ooh o P Wb Do Pn Lp Ene
BA0) dC3dr dLWPD PEd *FLID DMD3 T3 DD DD
50d Bdb WY b ovdy Ly v 3hM pYTY D Y Pop 37
Prddd o L, dhwd 2rb by o0 oI MMpHN OTO P
»h 7w opoC P3N WD hwep dhwp oprh df by OPPN
IEOON Df PO PO NN 13 THN PPE3 ENOR D0 )b b
DYDY APYN WA WO TN D pI; dpdy Doop oy Hib odn
SCYPE 7» Dop3 Dor Hdh PPD DLW VI OR3P
Pm7 Hop 31 @5 n¥IDIdY DD Pmpan D7 HH0d Dhwb
PO/ WD I L0503 >0 DIdD DIEN PdE Py Padophy
D"C3 1I90C Pdoph 1Mb3 B oa Do (w3 paow vb pb Hon
ob 7°5pdd b Dw obwa ot o) on wne b3 beshs
350y > I DB (ompns paeh ooy ©bovv b5
b 9373 N0 ON> pep 0p3 DN MEN3 DN 00 Wb
nopd oh prb3 1Y OPPwd ©honid Wror b N3 BSyD
oCn /po 37p0d ©wd Ph 0 apy 0p3 95¥p phwd drw
SOV N71DD PPN IMP

$pa 1903 PYE IE 3P ~D PMb P DTN N @ |

' oA 5o oed powd ph puT 3 D'ETRD DIE

piown 3pE Ik a7y Prin b mown P 0p3 09'3n7 IMDE
Yy ohwm DHE DI M DF Som Mk hY b DpMIm

3 10 bR WM A Y bThp O b PN DL B0 1)

Sowno7 0% T »oc oron ovbd; 35 $7b7 dp ~p3 huad
Ao 00 P ©%D PN Hza dpmp 2 Pa odNnd w3
o5 ©p 1“003C PITAND Chp b D™ OC pIDE prhw
pod oLn O P OF B3 37> 0923 Wb pITIND M

i
>*h) 1OD 1#Yy 05Nd MCY) pRTO PYE3 7S nb.n (R o

-

-\
-
-5

= =

=

w7 0 'p o0r DEvn bR Y $7B7 P ~p3 beano
Sowa o0 DIOY DMD e hra opmp 20 P D2und '3
Sonod ©r 27003E PITPND 'Hp 1) o OC piope ek

AU

13535 L DM P DF BN I D9 Wb PIIEND *D

>k 1DD *#Y 05N MEYY poTD PYEI 078t phad P oy



NEW YORK

MEDICAL JOURNAL:

A MONTHLY RECORD CF

MEDICINE AND THE COLLATERAL SCIENCES.

Vor XVIIL] DECEMBER, 1873, [No. 8.

Original Commumications,

ARt. L.—On the Question of the Transmission of Syphilitic
Contagion in the Rite of Circumcision.! By R. W. Tay-
Lor, M. D., Surgeon to the New York Dispensary, Depart-
ment of Venereal and Skin Diseases.

Mean anastinn af tha nacsthla ananmanna af conhilic in ¢ha
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SYPHILITIC CONTAGION IN CIRCUMCISION. 563

As you know, there were four Jewish children, previously
healthy, who, after circumcision by a Hebrew named H—,
were attacked by phagedenic ulceration of the penis, and by
lesions of the skin and lymphatic ganglia, accompanied, in
three of the cases, with exhaustion which resulted in death.
The questions which arise, and they are of great importance

" in their social, sanitary, and medico-legal bearings, are: What
is the nature of the disease with which these children were
afflicted? In what manner was the disease communicated ;
or how did it originate? 'What means can we take to prevent’
similar cases of disease in future %

lishing syphilis. - The question suggests itself: Was this ulcer-
ation the result of neglect of the wound of the operation, as
we know that the low class of Polish Jews to which these
children belonged is as a rule careless, uncleanly, and even
filthy? I am inclined to answer this question in the negative,
for the reason that I am informed by a person, who has per-
formed many operations of circumeision among this class,
that even amid their want of care and filth the wound gener-
ally heals very rapidly; and then also for the reason that there
- i3 in children generally a tendency to rapid reparation of
wounds, even when not well cared for. Can it be that it is a
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Abingdon House, 186 Sutheriand A.vtnuc,
M ai1da Vale W
12 Nov. (888.

Dear Sir,

When | had the pleasure of seeing you
operate I was on the eve of departing for
the Continent, hence the delay in writing
to you. I certainly consider- your apparatus
an immense  improvement on the old method
of doing the Metzizah which was open 1o
grave objections. [n my opinion that pertion
of the proceeding may with much advantzge
be dispensed with altogcther, but if it is to

be retained your method enables it to be -

done without danger to the child or the op-
erator provided that the apparatus s
kept scrupulously clean.
yours faithfully
Albert Eisch M, D.
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