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Talmud Bavli Menachot 37a

Plimo asked Rebbe [ Yehuda the Prince], “If a man has two heads, on which one should he
place his tefillin?” Rebbe said to him, “Either go into Exile or be excommunicated!” Just then
a man came and said to him [Rebbe], “I just had a baby that was born with two heads. How
much do I have to give the Kohen (priest) for pidyon haben .’

When the team of 20 or so [medical] professionals were awaiting
The sur gery: AN Rabbi Feinstein's decision, and indeed, were expressing impatience
agoniZing ChOice at the lapse of time, which interfered with their private, professional
o lives significantly, Dr. Koop quieted the group with the following
Parents, doctors, rabbis in dilemma " . . . . ..
statement:"The ethics and morals involved in this decision are too

complex for me. I believe they are too complex for you as well.

Therefore I referred it to an old rabbi on the Lower East Side of New
York. He is a great scholar, a saintly individual. He knows how to
answer such questions. When he tells me, I too will know.*
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Talmud Bavli Bava Metzia 62a

Two people were walking on a journey [in a desert], and in the hand of one of them was a flask of
water. If both of them drink, they will both die. But if one of them drinks all the water, that person
will reach civilization [and live]. Ben Petura said, “It is better that both of them drink and die, rather
than one of them seeing the death of the other.” Until Rabbi Akiva came and taught, “Your brother
shall live with you” (Lev. 25:36) — your life takes precedence over your fellow’s life.
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Talmud Bavli Sanhedrin 74a

A certain person came before Rabba and told him, “The governor of my village said to me, ‘Kill
such and such a person or else I will kill you.”” Rabba replied to him, “Let yourself be killed and do
not kill him. Who says that your blood is redder? Maybe that man’s blood is redder.”
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Mishnah Ohalot 7:6
If a woman is in distress during childbirth [and her life is in danger], we cut the fetus within the

womb and remove it limb by limb, because her life takes precedence over its life. However, if most
of the baby has emerged we do not touch it, for we may not push aside one life because of another.
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Mishnah Oholot 1:6

If their heads have been cut off, even though they are moving convulsively, they are unclean, like a
lizard's tail, which moves convulsively.



Swordfish Swordfish (Xiphias gladius) 22N AT
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To whom it may concern,

As stated clearly in the shulchan Aruch and the Rema, the
requirement for a bird to be treated as kosher is the existence
of an impeccable mesorah transmitted from generation to
generation that a specific birdis kosher.

Although decades ago, prior to the advent of global

communication and travel, my esteemed father in law, the gaon Rav
Moshe Feinstein Z”L was unable to locate a mesorah for common
pheasant also called ringed necked pheasant, whose scientific
name is Phasianus colchicus. It is now clear to me that such a
mesorah exists.

Ari Greenspan and Ari Zivotofsky, experts in. bird mesorahs, have
interviewed several shochtim who accurately and faithfully recall
and describe the eating of this pheasant in their locale. Most
significantly and importantly, the great Yemenite

gaon Rav Yosef Kafich Z”L attested to Ari Greenspan and Ari
Zivotofsky while examining a ringed neck pheasant in front of
them that said bird was known to him to be kosher and that he had
a mesoarh regarding its kosher status. He shchted one with a
bracha. 1In addition I met with Rav Shlomo Machpud and he
attested to a mesorah on the common ring necked pheasant. Based
on this I believe the pheasant to be kosher.

I am sure that my father in law, Rav Moshe Feinstien would have
accepted both of these mesorot to permit the shechita of the ring
necked pheasant. 3 ;

signed, i
Taoihs Dol E""i%"

Moshe Dovid Tendler
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